Pentecost 17

September 20, 2026

Holy Spirit Lutheran Church

Lancaster, PA



The Holy Eucharist

If you are visiting with us, a special welcome. We invite you to return and worship with us as often as
you are able. Please sign the guest book in the narthex. Guest cards are also available. Please take
one, fill it out and return it to an usher. The offering plates are in the back of the sanctuary. If you
need a large print bulletin, please ask an usher. As you enter the nave, please conclude all
conversations and silence all cell phones and other electronic devices, as to fully enter into this time of
worship.

Please indicate to the Pastor if you require gluten free wafers, prior to worship, if possible.

We broadcast our church service LIVE every Sunday. If you need to leave the sanctuary for any
reason, you are welcome to continue worshiping by viewing the service in either the nursery, located
in the basement of the church, or in the bride's room/tech room located off the narthex of the
sanctuary. Feel free to see an usher or the tech team for the location of either of these rooms.



Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
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C

P

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.
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Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ,

in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

C Amen.



The Gathering Hymn

Take My Life, That I May Be Hymn #583
Refrain/Estribillo
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4 Que mi tiempo todo_esté
consagrado_a tu loor;
que mi mente_y su poder
sean usados en tu_honor. Estribillo

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, adapt.; Spanish text: Vincent Mendoza, 1875-1955
Music: ToMA M1 VOLUNTAD, William Dexheimer Pharris, b. 1956
Music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

The Apostolic Greeting

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.



The Kyrie
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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The Prayer of the Day

P Letus pray. Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your
servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment,
and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

Please be seated.



First Reading Jonah 3:10—4:11

A reading from Jonah.

'"When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways,
God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them, and
he did not do it.

*1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. > He prayed to the LORD
and said, “O Lorb! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why
I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that you are a gracious and merciful God,
slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from punishment. > And now,

O Lorp, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” * And the
LoRrD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” > Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down
east of the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to
see what would become of the city.

% The Lorp God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over
his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush. ’ But
when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it
withered. ® When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on
the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for
me to die than to live.”

? But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?”” And he said,
“Yes, angry enough to die.” ' Then the LoRrD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for
which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and
perished in a night. '' And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in
which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their
right hand from their left and also many animals?”

A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.



Psalm 145:1-8 (Read responsively with the lector)

'T will extol you, my God and King,
and bless your name forever and ever

2 Every day I will bless you
and praise your name forever and ever.

3 Great is the LorD and greatly to be praised;
his greatness is unsearchable.

4 One generation shall extol your works to another
and shall declare your mighty acts.

> They will recount the glorious splendor of your majesty,
and on your wondrous works I will meditate.

S They will proclaim the might of your awesome deeds,
and I will declare your greatness.

" They shall celebrate the fame of your abundant goodness
and shall sing aloud of your righteousness.

® The LoRbD is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

Second Reading Philippians 1:21-30
A reading from Philippians.

*! For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. ** If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful
labor for me, yet I cannot say which I will choose. ** T am hard pressed between the two: my
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better, **but to remain in the flesh is more
necessary for you. > Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with
all of you for your progress and joy in faith, *° so that, by my presence again with you, your
boast might abound in Christ Jesus because of me.

7 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come
and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one
spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel ** and in no way
frightened by those opposing you. For them, this is evidence of their destruction but of your
salvation. And this is God’s doing. % For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only
of believing in Christ but of suffering for him as well, *° since you are having the same
struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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The Gospel Acclamation
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Please stand.
The Holy Gospel Matthew 20:1-16

P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew.

C Glory to you, O Lord

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. * After agreeing with the laborers for
a denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. > When he went out about nine
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, * and he said to them, “You also go
into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. > When he went out
again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. ® And about five o’clock he
went out and found others standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing
here idle all day?’ ’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You
also go into the vineyard.” ® When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his
manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going
to the first.” * When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received a denarius.
'“Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also
received a denarius. '' And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 2
saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have
borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” > But he replied to one of them,
‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? '* Take what
belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. '> Am I not
allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because [ am
generous?’ '° So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
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The Sermon

Silence for reflection follows.

Please stand.

The Hymn of the Day

Baptized in Water
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The Sacrament of Holy Baptism

Presentation

The candidate for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather with the minister at the font. The assembly
may be seated.

P God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and
raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of
Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of
the world.

The minister addresses parents and sponsors.

P Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God,
do you desire to have Aurora baptized into Christ?
Response: We do.

P As you bring her to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live with her among God's faithful people,
bring her to the Word of God and the Holy Supper,
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in her hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture her in faith and prayer,
so that she may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.
Do you promise to help her grow in the Christian faith and life?
Response: We do.

The minister addresses sponsors.

P Sponsors, do you promise to nurture her in the Christian faith as you are empowered by
God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the
church?

Response: I do.
13



The minister addresses the assembly.

P People of God, do you promise to support Aurora and pray for her in her new life in
Christ?
C We do.

The assembly stands.

Profession of Faith

The minister addresses the parents and sponsors. The assembly may join in the responses.

P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
church.

P Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?

Response: I renounce them.

P Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?

Response: I renounce them.

P Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?

Response: I renounce them.

The minister addresses the entire assembly.

P Do you believe in God the Father?
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
C I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
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He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Font

P
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit brooded over the waters and
by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through
the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led
your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John
and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set
us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in
the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through
Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

The assembly may be seated.
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Baptism

P Aurora Elise, You are baptized you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

The minister continues:
P Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your
daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.

Laying both hands on the head of the newly baptized, the minister prays:

P Sustain Aurora Elise with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the
Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.

C Amen.

The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized. As the sign of the
cross is made, the minister says:

P Aurora child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of
Christ forever.

C Amen.

Welcome

A lighted candle is given to the newly baptized:

A Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your
Father in heaven.

The ministers and the baptismal group face the assembly.
P Let us together welcome our new sister in Christ.

C We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share; join us in
giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to
all the world.
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The Prayers of the Church

A Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that
God hears us.

Please sit or kneel for the prayers.

After each portion of the prayers:

A Hear us, O God,
C Your mercy is great.

The prayers conclude:

P Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else
you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
C Amen.

The Peace

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

Without leaving your seat offer a wave to your neighbor, sharing God’s peace, in the name of our
Lord, Jesus Christ.

Anthem
O Christ Surround Me Richard Colligan

Offering

During this time our offerings are represented through the gift of music, bread, and wine.
Following the service you are invited to give your financial gifts in the offering plates located in the
back of the sanctuary.
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Please stand.

The Offertory Response Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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The Offertory Prayer

A

Let us pray. God of creation,

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.

All blessings are from you;

make us generous with what we have.
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts
in service to you and in love to our neighbors,

today and always.
Amen.
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The Great Thanksgiving
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Eucharistic Prayer

P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
C Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The Invitation to Communion
P Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!
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The Lamb of God
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Please be seated.
The Distribution of Holy Communion

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America practices open table hospitality. Baptized communicants
of other Christian denominations, of all ages, are welcome to receive the sacrament. An usher will
direct each seating area to come forward to receive the sacrament. Pick up a communion cup as you
approach the altar. Please stand at the communion rail and the pastor will place the bread into the
hands of communicants. The first chalice contains wine, the second chalice contains grape juice. A

gluten free wafer is available upon request. Those persons not receiving communion are welcome to
come forward to receive a blessing.

Hymns During Distribution

Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading Hymn #401
I Received the Living God Hymn #477
In the Singing Hymn #466
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Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading
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Mo - ti - vate all in their seek-ing, free - ing from guilt and shame.
Refrain
n H [l ] |
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Njo - o, njo - o, njo - o, Ro-ho mwe - ma.
Come, come, come, Ho - ly Spir - it come.
n H } | }
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Njo - o, njo - o, njo - o, Ro-ho mwe - ma.
Come, come, come, Ho - ly Spir - it, come.

4 Not mere knowledge, but discernment,

nor rootless liberty;
turn disquiet to contentment,

doubt into certainty. Refrain

Text: Wilson Niwagila; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922
Music: NJOOKWETU, ROHO MWEMA, Wilson Niwagila

5 Keep us fervent in our witness,
unswayed by earth’s allure.
Ever grant us zealous fitness,
which you alone assure. Refrain

English and Swahili text and music © Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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I Received the Living God

Q | Refrain I i | |
== ==
7 & —— ~—— — T
I re-ceived the liv-ing God, and my heart is full of joy.
9]
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I re-ceived the liv-ing God, and my heart is full of  joy.
Q | I k|\ 1 I I -
e r
” !
1 Je-sus said: I am the bread, knead-ed long to give you life;
2 Je-sus said: I am the way, and my Fa - ther longs for  you;
3 Je-sus said: I am the truth; come and fol - low close to me.
4 Je-sus said: I am the life, far from whom no thing can grow,
N . . e . Refrain
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you who will par-take of me need not ev - er fear to die.
so I come to bring you home to be one with us a - new.
You will know me in your heart, and my word shall make you  free.
but re - ceive this liv - ing bread, and my Spir - it you shall know.

Text: Anonymous

Music: LIVING GOD, Anonymous
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In the Singing

|
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1 In the sing-ing, in the si-lence, in the hands ex-pect-ant, o - pen,
2 In the ques-tion, in the an-swer, in the mo-ment of ac - cept-ance,
n “ } } }
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in the bless-ing, in the break-ing, in your pres-ence at this ta - ble,
in the heart’s cry, in the heal-ing, in the cir-cle of your peo-ple,
n . Refrain
e — —— —
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Je - sus Christ, Je - sus Christ, be the wine of grace;
n “ J J J
A S -_—
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Je - sus Christ, Je - sus Christ, be the bread of peace.

Text: Shirley Erena Murray, b. 1931

Music: BREAD OF PEACE, Carlton R. Young, b. 1926

Text and music © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Please stand.

The Post Communion

Blessing

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C Amen.
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The Post Communion Prayer

A Let us pray. Sustaining God,
with this bread and cup,
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

C Amen.

The Blessing

P The God of love
draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.

C Amen.

P The God of hope
grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.

C Amen.

P The God of grace
+ bless you now and forever.
C Amen.
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The Sending Hymn

Lord of All Hopefulness Hymn #765
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I Lord of all hope - ful - ness, Lord of all joy,

2 Lord of all ea - ger - ness, Lord of all faith,

3 Lord of all kind - i - ness, Lord of all grace,

4 Lord of all gen - tle - ness, Lord of all calm,
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whose trust, ev - er child - like, no cares could de - stroy:
whose strong hands were skilled at  the plane and the lathe:
your hands swift to wel - come, your arms to em - brace:
whose voice s con - tent-ment, whose pres-ence is balm:

JO |l? . y— [
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be there at our wak - ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our la - bors, and give us, we pray,
be there at our hom - ing, and give us, we pray,
be there at our sleep-ing, and give us, we pray,
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your bliss in  our  hearts, Lord, at the break of  the day.
your strength in  our  hearts, Lord, at the noon of  the day.
your love in  our  hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
your peace in our  hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

Text: Jan Struther, 1901-1953

Music: SLANE, Irish traditional

Text © Oxford University Press 1931.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Dismissal

P Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
C Thanks be to God.

Postlude
++

~—ahrs=—

Y}
Sacrament of Holy Baptism

Today, by the sacrament of Holy Baptism, we welcome into the family of faith
Aurora Elise; the daughter of Jonathan & Stephanie Ciprani.

Sponsor
The bulletin is sponsored by Coleen Aston and dedicated to the glory of our Lord.

The text for next week:
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

Psalm 25:1-9

Philippians 2:1-13

Matthew 21:23-32

Church Directory Photo Update

We’re updating our church directory! If you have a recent photo you’d like included, please
send it to the church office at holyspiritluth@gmail.com.

Thank you for helping us keep our directory up to date and for helping us put faces to the
wonderful people in our church family!

Under Construction

Thank you for your patience and understanding as we lovingly rehab our baptismal font over
the next couple of weeks.
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/ Coming up at Holy Spirit \

Worship Assistants

Sept. 20

Sept. 27

Acolyte

Acolyte

Iriana Ramirez

Danica Dandridge

Assisting Minister

Assisting Minister

Sandy Stouffer

Chip Froehlich

Candy Steiner

Andrew Knaub

Lector

Lector

JoAnne Matos

Marilyn Knaub

Today  Stewardship Sunday

Sept. 22 Prayer & Meditation, 6:00 p.m.

Sept. 23 Prayer & Meditation, 10:00 a.m.

Bible Study, 11:00 a.m.

Oct. 4  Pledge Sunday

Oct. 6 Book Club, 7:00 p.m.

Oct. 11 Second Sunday: Tree Tour /
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