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 The Holy Eucharist 
If you are visiting with us, a special welcome. We invite you to return and worship with us as often as 

you are able. Please sign the guest book in the narthex. Guest cards are also available. Please take 

one, fill it out and return it to an usher. The offering plates are in the back of the sanctuary. If you 

need a large print bulletin, please ask an usher. As you enter the nave, please conclude all 

conversations and silence all cell phones and other electronic devices, as to fully enter into this time of 

worship. 

Please indicate to the Pastor if you require gluten free wafers, prior to worship, if possible.   

We broadcast our church service LIVE every Sunday. If you need to leave the sanctuary for any 

reason, you are welcome to continue worshiping by viewing the service in either the nursery, located 

in the basement of the church, or in the bride's room/tech room located off the narthex of the 

sanctuary.  Feel free to see an usher or the tech team for the location of either of these rooms. 
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Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

 who pours love into our hearts 

and healing upon the earth. 

C Amen. 

 

P Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Compassionate God, 

C we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 

in the world and in our own hearts. 

Creation groans from overuse. 

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 

Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 

to others. 

Turn our hearts back to you. 

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 

Renew us to live as your holy people, 

following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

P Hear this good news: 

We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ, 

in whom there is no condemnation, 

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 

Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 

C Amen. 
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 The Gathering Hymn 
 Earth and All Stars! Hymn #731 

 Verses 1, 3, 5– All Verse 2– Men; women join at refrain 

  Verse 4– Women; men join at refrain 
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The Apostolic Greeting and Prayer of the Day 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

The Kyrie 
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The Hymn of Praise 
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The Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray. O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. 

Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, 

and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

C Amen. 

Please be seated. 

 

First Reading Ezekiel 33:7-11 

A reading from Ezekiel. 
7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word 

from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8 If I say to the wicked, “O wicked 

ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their 

ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9 But 

if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their ways, the 

wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
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  10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our transgressions 

and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 11 

Say to them: As I live, says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but 

that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for 

why will you die, O house of Israel? 

A The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 119:33-40 (Read responsively with the lector) 

 33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, 
  and I will observe it to the end. 

 34 Give me understanding, that I may keep your law 
  and observe it with my whole heart. 

 35 Lead me in the path of your commandments, 
  for I delight in it. 

 36 Turn my heart to your decrees 
  and not to selfish gain. 

 37 Turn my eyes from looking at vanities; 
  be gracious to me according to your word. 

 38 Confirm to your servant your promise, 
  which is for those who fear you. 

 39 Turn away the disgrace that I dread, 
  for your ordinances are good. 

 40 See, I have longed for your precepts; 
  in your righteousness be gracious to me.  

 

Second Reading Romans 13:8-14 

A reading from Romans. 
8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has 

fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not 

murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed 

up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a 

neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
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  11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake 

from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far 

gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of 

light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex 

and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

A The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

Please stand. 

The Holy Gospel  Matthew 18:15-20 

P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew. 

C Glory to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out the 

fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that one. 16 But if 

you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be 

confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If that person refuses to listen to them, 

tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to 

you as a gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I 

tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my 

Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 
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The Sermon Rev. Dione Klepetka 

Silence for reflection follows. 

 

 
Please stand. 

The Hymn of the Day   
 God, When Human Bonds Are Broken Hymn #603 
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The Apostles Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the Church 
A Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God 

hears us. 

 
Please sit or kneel for the prayers. 

 

After each portion of the prayers: 

A Hear us, O God, 
C Your mercy is great. 

 
The prayers conclude: 

P Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you 
see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

C Amen. 
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The Peace 
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

Without leaving your seat offer a wave to your neighbor, sharing God’s peace, in the name of our 
Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

Offering 

During this time our offerings are represented through the gift of music, bread, and wine. Following 
the service you are invited to give your financial gifts in the offering plates located in the back of the 
sanctuary. 

 

Please stand. 

The Offertory Response   Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 
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 The Offertory Prayer 
A Let us pray. God of creation, 

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 

All blessings are from you; 

make us generous with what we have. 

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 

in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 

today and always. 

C Amen.  
 

The Great Thanksgiving   

 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

C Amen.  
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The Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Invitation to Communion 
P Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 

The Lamb of God  
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Please be seated. 

The Distribution of Holy Communion 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America practices open table hospitality. Baptized 

communicants of other Christian denominations, of all ages, are welcome to receive the sacrament. 

An usher will direct each seating area to come forward to receive the sacrament. Pick up a 

communion cup as you approach the altar. Please stand at the communion rail and the pastor will 

place the bread into the hands of communicants. The first chalice contains wine, the second chalice 

contains grape juice. A gluten free wafer is available upon request. Those persons not receiving 

communion are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. 

 

Hymns During Distribution 
 As We Gather at Your Table Hymn #522 

 When We Are Living Hymn #639 

 Although I Speak with Angel’s Tongue Hymn #644 
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Please stand. 

The Post Communion Blessing 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 

The Post Communion Prayer 
A Let us pray. Sustaining God, 

with this bread and cup, 

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 

Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 

following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

C Amen. 

 

The Blessing 
P The God of love 

draw you into full accord and one mind, 

in the body of Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

P The God of hope 

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 

through the interceding of the Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P The God of grace 

+ bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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 The Sending Hymn 
 Go, My Children, with My Blessing Hymn #543 
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Sponsor 

The bulletin is sponsored by Coleen Aston and dedicated to the glory of our Lord. 

 

The text for next week: . 

Genesis 50:15-21, Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13, Romans 14:1-12, Matthew 18:21-35 

Celebration Sunday 
September 13th, 2026 

 

 
 
 

We have met our goal! 
Join us in Fellowship Hall Sept 13. for 
lunch, immediately following worship. 

 
Please sign up at the Ministry Table. 

 

Dismissal 
P Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.  
C Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude  

+++ 
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