Pentecost 15
September 6, 2026

Holy Spirit Lutheran Church
Lancaster, PA



The Holy Eucharist

If you are visiting with us, a special welcome. We invite you to return and worship with us as often as
you are able. Please sign the guest book in the narthex. Guest cards are also available. Please take
one, fill it out and return it to an usher. The offering plates are in the back of the sanctuary. If you
need a large print bulletin, please ask an usher. As you enter the nave, please conclude all
conversations and silence all cell phones and other electronic devices, as to fully enter into this time of
worship.

Please indicate to the Pastor if you require gluten free wafers, prior to worship, if possible.

We broadcast our church service LIVE every Sunday. If you need to leave the sanctuary for any
reason, you are welcome to continue worshiping by viewing the service in either the nursery, located
in the basement of the church, or in the bride's room/tech room located off the narthex of the
sanctuary. Feel free to see an usher or the tech team for the location of either of these rooms.



Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
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Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.
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Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ,

in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

C Amen.



The Gathering Hymn

Earth and All Stars!
Verses 1, 3, 5— All

Hymn #731

Verse 2— Men; women join at refrain
Verse 4— Women,; men join at refrain
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1 Earth and all stars! Loud rush - ing plan - ets!
2 Trum - pet and pipes! Loud clash - ing cym - bals!
3 En - gines and steel! Loud pound - ing ham - mers!
4 Class-rooms and labs! Loud boil - ing test tubes!
5 Knowl-edge and truth! Loud sound -ing wis - dom!
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Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing  to the Lord a  new song!
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Hail, wind, and rain! Loud blow - ing snow - storm!
Harp, lute, and lyre! Loud hum - ming cel - los!
Lime - stone and  beams! Loud build - ing work - ers!
Ath - lete and  band! Loud cheer - ing peo - ple!
Daugh-ter  and son! Loud pray - ing mem - bers!
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Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
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God has done mar - vel - ous things.
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I too  sing prais - es  with a  new song!

Text and music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson, 1922-1987

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926



The Apostolic Greeting and Prayer of the Day

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

The Kyrie
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.

o
Lord, have mer - cy
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy
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and praise,

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor- ship
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy
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A - men.

Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord.




The Hymn of Praise

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on carth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al-might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we

give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men.
The Prayer of the Day

P Let us pray. O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy.
Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful,
and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

C Amen.

Please be seated.

First Reading Ezekiel 33:7-11

A reading from Ezekiel.

"So you, mortal, [ have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word
from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. *If I say to the wicked, “O wicked
ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their
ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. * But
if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their ways, the
wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.



""Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our transgressions
and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” !
Say to them: As I live, says the Lord Gob, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but
that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for
why will you die, O house of Israel?

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm 119:33-40 (Read responsively with the lector)
33 Teach me, O LoRD, the way of your statutes,
and I will observe it to the end.
3 Give me understanding, that I may keep your law
and observe it with my whole heart.
3% Lead me in the path of your commandments,
for I delight in it.
*® Turn my heart to your decrees
and not to selfish gain.
3 Turn my eyes from looking at vanities;
be gracious to me according to your word.
3% Confirm to your servant your promise,
which is for those who fear you.
3 Turn away the disgrace that I dread,
for your ordinances are good.
0 See, I have longed for your precepts;
in your righteousness be gracious to me.

Second Reading Romans 13:8-14

A reading from Romans.

¥ Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has
fulfilled the law. ° The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not
murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed
up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” ' Love does no wrong to a
neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.



' Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; ' the night is far
gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light; " let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex
and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. '* Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Acclamation
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Al-le - Iu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le - Tu - 1a.

Please stand.
The Holy Gospel Matthew 18:15-20

P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew.

C Glory to you, O Lord

[Jesus said to the disciples:] '° “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out the
fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that one. '° But if
you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be
confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. ' If that person refuses to listen to them,
tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to
you as a gentile and a tax collector. '® Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. '* Again, truly I
tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my
Father in heaven. * For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”
P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
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The Sermon

Silence for reflection follows.

Please stand.

The Hymn of the Day

Rev. Dione Klepetka

God, When Human Bonds Are Broken Hymn #603
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1 God, when hu-man bonds are bro-ken and we lack the love or skill
2 Through that still-ness, with your Spir-it  come in - to our world of stress,
3 You in us are bruised and bro-ken: hear us as we seek re - lease
4 Send us, God of new be - gin-nings, hum-bly hope-ful in - to life.
5 Give us faith to  be more faith-ful, give us hope to be more true,
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to  re - store the hope of heal -ing, give us grace and make us still.
for the sake of Christfor-giv-ing all the fail-ures we con - fess.
from the pain of ear - lier liv - ing; set us free and grant us peace.
Use us as a means of bless-ing: make us stron-ger, give us faith.
give us love to on learn-ing: God, en-cour-age and re - new!
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Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929
Music: MERTON, William H. Monk, 1823-1889
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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The Apostles Creed

C 1Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Church

A Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God
hears us.

Please sit or kneel for the prayers.

After each portion of the prayers:

A Hear us, O God,
C Your mercy is great.

The prayers conclude:
P Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you
see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

C Amen. D



The Peace

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

Without leaving your seat offer a wave to your neighbor, sharing God’s peace, in the name of our
Lord, Jesus Christ.

Offering

During this time our offerings are represented through the gift of music, bread, and wine. Following
the service you are invited to give your financial gifts in the offering plates located in the back of the
sanctuary.

Please stand.

The Offertory Response Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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pres-ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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The Offertory Prayer
A Let us pray. God of creation,
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;
make us generous with what we have.
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts
in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
today and always.
C Amen.

The GreatThanksgiVing
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy..we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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Ho-1ly, ho-1ly, ho -1y Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Eucharistic Prayer

P

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer

C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The Invitation to Communion

P Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

The Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.



Please be seated.
The Distribution of Holy Communion

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America practices open table hospitality. Baptized
communicants of other Christian denominations, of all ages, are welcome to receive the sacrament.
An usher will direct each seating area to come forward to receive the sacrament. Pick up a
communion cup as you approach the altar. Please stand at the communion rail and the pastor will
place the bread into the hands of communicants. The first chalice contains wine, the second chalice
contains grape juice. A gluten free wafer is available upon request. Those persons not receiving
communion are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing.

Hymns During Distribution

As We Gather at Your Table Hymn #522
When We Are Living Hymn #639
Although I Speak with Angel’s Tongue Hymn #644
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As We Gather

at Your Table
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Turnour wor-ship in-to  wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir - it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
n H Il — | - | -
)T A ] I — I I | il | I I I | | 1 I
y i ] P— _J_"_J—P—‘f— T |
=
| ® 1 | &
help us know, O God, your pres-ence; let our hearts and minds be stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is strife.
where tri - um-phant Love will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry till we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;
There no more will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
n H } — ] N | - | -
) A I [r— I I | il I 1 1 9 ] | I
y s ! . | | I — |
j_d_tg:qﬁﬂ,L 2
w ! , !
teach us through this ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - try known.
may we still be - hold your im-age in the world you died to save.
as we join with saintsand an-gels to re- peat the sound-ing joy.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944

Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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When We Are Living

Pues si vivimos
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Pues  si vi - vi - mos, pa-ra él vi - Vi - mos,
1 When we are liv - ing, it is in  Christ Je - sus,
2 'Mid times of sor - TrOW and in times of pain, .. ..
3 A - cross this wide world, we shall al - ways find
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and when we’re dy - ing, it is in the Lord.
when sens - ing beau - ty or in love’s em - brace, . . .
those who are cry - ing with no peace of mind; . . .
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Sea que vi - va - mos 0 que mu - ra - mos,
Both in our liv - ing and in our dy - ing,
wheth-er we  suf - fer, or sing re - joic - ing,
and when we help them, or when we feed them,
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so-mos del Se - iior, so-mos del Se - fior.
we be-long to God, we be-long to God.
we be-long to God, we be-long to God.
we be-long to God, we be-long to God.
2 En la tristezayen el dolor, 3 En este mundo por doquier habra
en la belleza y en el amor, gente que lloray sin consolar.
sea que suframos o que gocemos, Sea queayudemos oalimentemos,
somos del Sefior, somos del Sefior. somos del Sefior, somos del Sefior.

Text: st. 1, based on Romans 14:8; tr. Elise S. Eslinger, b. 1942
st. 2-3, Roberto Escamilla, b. 1931; tr. George Lockwood, b. 1946

Music: SOMOS DEL SENOR, Spanish traditional
Spanish text, sts. 2-3 © 1983 Abingdon Press and tr. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The Copyright Company

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
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Although I Speak with Angel’s Tongue
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I Al - though 1 speak with an - gel’s tongue, my  faith, my
2 For love is pa - tient, love is kind, and nev - er
3 For now we peer at dark-ened glass; our vi - sions
4 The gifts are man - y, the Bod -y one, and in - to

n H 4 I |

) 5 ! y P |
mﬁ—h ‘d—ﬁ—g—# p ! ! b

7 —_— ‘ '

knowl-edge all  sur - pass, but have no love, my gifts are
vain  with boast - ing pride; love bears all things, all things en

end; our tongues all cease. In part we know, in part now
one are all bap - tized. Be - lov - ed, share  one heart, one
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vain as clang - ing gong or blar - ing brass.
dures. All  things must end; love  will a - bide.
see: then we  will see love face to face.
mind, one hope, one faith, one love n Christ.

Text: Andrew Donaldson, b. 1951
Music: O WALY WALY, English traditional
Text © 1995 Andrew Donaldson.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrater.
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Please stand.
The Post Communion Blessing

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

The Post Communion Prayer

A Let us pray. Sustaining God,
with this bread and cup,
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

C Amen.

The Blessing

P The God of love
draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.

C Amen.

P The God of hope
grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.

C Amen.

P The God of grace

+ bless you now and forever.
C Amen.
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The Sending Hymn

Go, My Children, with My Blessing
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1 “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, mychil-dren, sins for-giv-en, at peace and pure.
3 “Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my own.
Here youlearnedhow much I love you, what I can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er 1 have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow -er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free.”
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Hymn #543

Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872—-1958

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

Outside USA: Arr. from The English Hymnal, © Oxford University Press 1906



Dismissal

P Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
C Thanks be to God.

Postlude
+++

Sponsor
The bulletin is sponsored by Coleen Aston and dedicated to the glory of our Lord.

The text for next week:.
Genesis 50:15-21, Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13, Romans 14:1-12, Matthew 18:21-35

Celebratlon S’und-ay
September 13, 2026
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RAISETHE ROOF

We have met our goal!
Join us in Fellowship Hall Sept 13. for
lunch, immediately following worship.

\Please sign up at the Ministry Table/
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Coming up at Holy Spirit

Sept. 8 Prayer & Meditation, 6:00 p.m.
Sept. 9 Prayer & Meditation, 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study, 11:00 a.m.
Sept. 13 Raise the Roof: Celebration Sunday
Lunch following worship.
Second Sunday: School and Care Kits
Sept. 20  Stewardship Sunday
Oct. 11 Second Sunday: Tentative Tree Tour
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