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 The Holy Eucharist 
If you are visiting with us, a special welcome. We invite you to return and worship with us as often as 

you are able. Please sign the guest book in the narthex. Guest cards are also available. Please take 

one, fill it out and return it to an usher. The offering plates are in the back of the sanctuary. If you 

need a large print bulletin, please ask an usher. As you enter the nave, please conclude all 

conversations and silence all cell phones and other electronic devices, as to fully enter into this time of 

worship. 

Please indicate to the Pastor if you require gluten free wafers, prior to worship, if possible.   

The pass thru room at the top of the steps next to the office is now broadcasting our church service 

LIVE every Sunday.  If you need to leave the sanctuary for any reason, you are welcome to continue 

worshiping by viewing the service in that room.  
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Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

whose compassion endures forever. 

C Amen. 

 

P Let us confess our sin to God. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P Compassionate God, 

C we confess to you all our sins. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 

In your mercy, call us back to you. 

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 

Restore us to dwell in your peace. 

In Christ’s name we pray, 

Amen. 

 

P Jesus says, “Come to me, 

all you who are weary 

and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.” 

In the name of God, 

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Rest in God’s love. 

C Amen. 
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 The Gathering Hymn 
 Praise and Thanksgiving Hymn #689 
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The Apostolic Greeting and Prayer of the Day 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with 

firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that 

we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

Please be seated. 

 

First Reading Isaiah 44:6-8 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 6 Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, 

  and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: 

 I am the first, and I am the last; 

  besides me there is no god. 

 7 Who is like me? Let them proclaim it; 

  let them declare and set it forth before me. 

 Who has announced from of old the things to come? 

  Let them tell us what is yet to be. 

 8 Do not fear or be afraid; 

  have I not told you from of old and declared it? 

  You are my witnesses! 

 Is there any god besides me? 

  There is no other rock; I know not one. 

A The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading Romans 8:12-25 

A reading from Romans. 
12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according to the 

flesh—13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you put 

to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God 

are children of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, 

but you received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 it is that very 
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 Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then 

heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that we may 

also be glorified with him. 

 

  18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 

about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 

children of God, 20 for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by the 

will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its 

enslavement to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 We 

know that the whole creation has been groaning together as it suffers together the pains of 

labor, 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, 

groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we 

were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who hopes for what one already sees? 25 

But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

A The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand. 

The Holy Gospel  Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew. 

C Glory to you, O Lord 
24 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared 

to someone who sowed good seed in his field,25 but while everybody was asleep an enemy 

came and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went away. 26 So when the plants came up 

and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27 And the slaves of the householder came 

and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these 

weeds come from?’ 28 He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then 

do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you 

would uproot the wheat along with them. 30 Let both of them grow together until the harvest, 

and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to 

be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 
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  36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, 

saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who 

sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38 the field is the world, and the good seed are the 

children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who 

sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as 

the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son 

of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all 

evildoers, 42 and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 

Let anyone with ears listen!” 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 

 

The Sermon 
Silence for reflection follows. 
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Please stand. 

The Hymn of the Day   
 For the Fruit of All Creation Hymn #679 
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The Apostles Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the Church 
A Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the 

world, and all of creation. 

 
Please sit or kneel for the prayers. 

 

After each portion of the prayers: 

A God of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 

 
The prayers conclude: 

P Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our 

cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus 

C Amen. 
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The Peace 
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

Without leaving your seat offer a wave to your neighbor, sharing God’s peace, in the name of our 
Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 

Offering 

During this time our offerings are represented through the gift of music, bread, and wine. Following 
the service you are invited to give your financial gifts in the offering plates located in the back of the 
sanctuary. 

 

Please stand. 

The Offertory Response   Take My Life 
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The Offertory Prayer 
A Let us pray. Loving God, 

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 

so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

C Amen.  
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The Great Thanksgiving   

 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

C Amen.  

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Invitation to Communion 
P Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
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 The Lamb of God  

 
 

Please be seated. 

The Distribution of Holy Communion 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America practices open table hospitality. Baptized communicants 

of other Christian denominations, of all ages, are welcome to receive the sacrament. An usher will 

direct each seating area to come forward to receive the sacrament. Pick up a communion cup as you 

approach the altar. Please stand at the communion rail and the pastor will place the bread into the 

hands of communicants. The first chalice contains wine, the second chalice contains grape juice. A 

gluten free wafer is available upon request. Those persons not receiving communion are welcome to 

come forward to receive a blessing. 

 

Hymns During Distribution 
 Here Is Bread Hymn #483 

 One Bread, One Body Hymn #496 
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Please stand. 

 

Nunc Dimittis 

 
The Post Communion Blessing 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
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 The Post Communion Prayer 
A Let us pray. Compassionate God, 

through the gifts of bread and wine 

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 

Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

The Blessing 
P Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

+ one God, 

bless, heal, and hold you 

today and always. 

C Amen. 
 

The Sending Hymn 
 On Our Way Rejoicing Hymn #537 

 

Dismissal 
P Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!  
C Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude  

+++ 
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 Sponsors 

Today’s flowers are sponsored by Sandy Stouffer in loving 
memory of Joe Stouffer. 

 

Today’s bulletin is sponsored by Coleen Aston and dedicated 
to the Glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

The text for next week:  

1 Kings 3:5-12 

Romans 8:26-39 

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
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Lemonade Socials 

Join us for Lemonade Socials throughout the 

Summer thru August 30! We will gather in the 

narthex after worship.  

Opportunities to host: sign up at the 

Ministry Table outside the Pastor’s office 

door.   
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The goal of our Capital Campaign  
is to fund the installation of the new church roof.  

Upcoming Events 

Celebration Sunday: September 13 
Join us for a lunch to celebrate everyone's  

commitment to the campaign, following worship 
 in the Fellowship Hall. 
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Coming up at Holy Spirit 

   

Today Lemonade Social, following worship. 

July 21 Prayer & Meditation, 6:00 p.m. 

July 22 Prayer & Meditation, 10:00 a.m. 

 Bible Study, 11:00 a.m. 

July 26 Lemonade Social, following worship. 

Aug. 15 3rd Saturday Cleanup, 8:00 - 10:00 a.m. 

  Help with weeding and lawncare. 

Aug. 30 Summer Auction, following worship. 

Sept. 13 Raise the Roof: Celebration Sunday 

  Lunch following worship. 


