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 The Holy Eucharist 
If you are visiting with us, a special welcome. We invite you to return and worship with us as often as 
you are able. Please sign the guest book in the narthex. Guest cards are also available. Please take 
one, fill it out and return it to an usher. The offering plates are in the back of the sanctuary. If you 
need a large print bulletin, please ask an usher. As you enter the nave, please conclude all 
conversations and silence all cell phones and other electronic devices, as to fully enter into this time of 
worship. 

Please indicate to the Pastor if you require gluten free wafers, prior to worship, if possible.   

If you need to leave the sanctuary for any reason, you are welcome to continue worshiping by viewing 

the service in the Pastors Study located to your left as you exit the sanctuary.  

 

The Prelude 

 

Please stand. 

Easter Acclamation  

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Gathering Hymn 

 Come, Thou Almighty King Hymn #408 

   

The Apostolic Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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 Kyrie 
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Hymn of Praise 
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The Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P   Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on 

earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the 

world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Please be seated. 

 

First Reading  Acts 17:22-31 

A reading from Acts. 
22 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely spiritual you 

are in every way. 23 For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your 

worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What 

therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world 

and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by 

human hands, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he 

himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26 From one ancestor he made all 

peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the 

boundaries of the places where they would live, 27 so that they would search for God and 

perhaps fumble about for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 
28 For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have 

said,  

 ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’ 
29 “Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold or silver or 

stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30 While God has overlooked 

the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because 

he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom 

he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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 Psalm 66:8-20 

 
 8 Bless our | God, you peoples; 

  let the sound of | praise be heard. 

 9 Our God has kept us a- | mong the living 

  and has not allowed our | feet to slip.  

 

 10 For you, O God, have | tested us; 

  you have tried us just as sil- | ver is tried. 

 11 You brought us in- | to the net; 

  you laid heavy burdens up- | on our backs. 

 

 12 You let people ride over our heads; we went through | fire and water, 

  but you brought us out into a place | of refreshment. 

 13 I will enter your house | with burnt offerings 

  and will pay | you my vows— 

 

 14 those that I promised | with my lips 

  and spoke with my mouth when I | was in trouble. 

 15 I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the | smoke of rams; 

  I will give you ox- | en and goats.  

 

 16 Come and listen, all you | who believe, 

  and I will tell you what God has | done for me. 

 17 I called out to God | with my mouth, 

  and praised the Lord | with my tongue. 

 

 18 If I had cherished evil | in my heart, 

  the Lord would | not have heard me; 

 19 but in truth | God has heard me 

  and has attended to the sound | of my prayer. 
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 20 Blessed be God, who has not reject- | ed my prayer, 

  nor withheld unfailing | love from me.  

 8 Bless our | God, you peoples; 

  let the sound of | praise be heard. 

 

Second Reading 1 Peter 3:13-22 

A reading from 1 Peter. 
13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14 But even if you do suffer 

for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be 

intimidated, 15 but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your 

defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you, 16 yet 

do it with gentleness and respect. Maintain a good conscience so that, when you are 

maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For 

it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for 

doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, 

in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19 

in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20 who in former 

times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of 

the ark, in which a few, that is, eight lives, were saved through water. 21 And baptism, which 

this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to 

God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into 

heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to 

him. 

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The Holy Gospel  John 14:15-21 

P The Holy Gospel according to John. 

C Glory to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I 

will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is 

the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows 

him. You know him because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
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   18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no 

longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will 

know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my 

commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those who love me will be loved 

by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Please be seated. 

The Sermon 

Silence for reflection follows. 

 

Please stand. 

The Hymn of the Day   

 My God, How Wonderful Thou Art  Hymn #863 

  Verses 1, 3 & 5– All Verse 2– Organ Side Verse 4– Mural Side 

 

Affirmation of Baptism 

Melanie Dandridge & Layne Slutter 

 

Presentation 

P Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for Melanie & Layne, one with us 

in the body of Christ, who are making public affirmation of his baptism. 

 

D I present Melanie & Layne, who desires to make public affirmation of his baptism. 

 

P Let us pray. 

Merciful God, we thank you for this brother, 

whom you have made your own by water and the Word in baptism. 

You have called him to yourself, 

enlightened him with the gifts of your Spirit, 
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and nourished him in the community of faith. 

Uphold your servant in the gifts and promises of baptism, 

and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. 

We ask this in the name of Christ. 

C Amen. 

  

Profession of Faith 

P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 

church. 

 

P Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

Melanie & Layne: I renounce them. 

 

P Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

Melanie & Layne: I renounce them. 

 

P Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

Melanie & Layne: I renounce them. 

 

P Do you believe in God the Father? 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

  

Affirmation 

P You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant 

God made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

 

Melanie & Layne: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

 

P People of God, do you promise to support this brother and pray for him in his life in 

Christ? 

C We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

. 

P Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, 

cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 

 

P Stir up in  Melanie & Layne the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 

Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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P Let us rejoice with Melanie & Layne in Christ. 

C We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 

Together we will give thanks and praise to God 

and proclaim the good news to all the world. 

 

 Confirmation Hymn 

 Children of the Heavenly Father  Hymn #781 

  Music provided on page 15 

 

The Prayers of the Church 
The assembly remains standing for the prayers. 

A Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us 

pray for the needs of all creation. 

 

After each portion of the prayers: 

P Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 

 

The prayers conclude: 

P God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life 

to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

C Amen. 

 

The Sharing of the Peace 
P The peace of Christ be with you all.  

C And also with you. 

Without leaving your seat offer a wave to your neighbor, sharing God’s peace, in the name of our 
Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Please be seated.  

 

Anthem 

 Psalm 139 Allen Pote 
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 Offering 
During this time our offerings are represented through the gift of music, bread, and wine. Following 

the service you are invited to place your financial gifts in the offering plates located in the back of the 

sanctuary. 
 

Please stand. 

The Offertory Response  We Are an Offering 
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Offertory Prayer 

A   Let us pray. Merciful God, 

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 

You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 

when we will hunger and thirst no more. 

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 

that goodness and mercy may follow us 

and bless the world you love. 

In the name of Jesus, 

C  Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places...we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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 Sanctus

 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 

P   Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C  Amen.  

 

Lord's Prayer 

C   Our Father, who art in heaven,  

              hallowed be thy name,  

              thy kingdom come,  

               thy will be done,  

                     on earth as it is in heaven.  

         Give us this day our daily bread;  

         and forgive us our trespasses,  

              as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

         and lead us not into temptation,  

         but deliver us from evil.  

         For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

            forever and ever. Amen. 
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 The Invitation to Communion 

P    Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 

 

The Lamb of God  

 
Please be seated. 

 

The Distribution of Holy Communion 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America practices open table hospitality. Baptized communicants 

of other Christian denominations, of all ages, are welcome to receive the sacrament. An usher will 

direct each seating area to come forward to receive the sacrament. Pick up a communion cup as you 

approach the altar. Please stand at the communion rail and the pastor will place the bread into the 

hands of communicants. The first chalice contains wine, the second chalice contains grape juice. A 

gluten free wafer is available upon request. Those persons not receiving communion are welcome to 

come forward to receive a blessing. 
 

Hymns During Communion 

 Be Thou My Vision Hymn #793 

 My Faith Looks Up to Thee Hymn #759 
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 Please stand. 

Post-Communion Blessing 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

A Let us pray. Holy One, 

through this meal you have made your home among us 

and are making all things new. 

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 

to love our enemies, 

and to bring your healing to the nations. 

In the name of Jesus, 

C Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

P God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 

Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

+ bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

The Sending Hymn 

 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light Hymn #815 

  Music provided on page 24 
  

The Dismissal 

A Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 

C Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

Postlude 

 +++ 
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Sponsor 

The bulletin is sponsored by Sandy Stouffer in memory of Sandra Kleckner. 

 

The flowers are sponsored by Coleen Aston in honor of her daughter, Danielle Hoffer. 

Readings for next week:  

Acts 1:6-14 

Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 

1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 

John 17:1-11 
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Coming up at Holy Spirit 

   

 
May 8 Visitation for the family of Rev. Dr. Donald Green,  
  6:00–8:00 p.m.  at Holy Spirit Church 

May 9 Funeral Service for Rev. Dr. Donald Green, 10:30 a.m. 

May 10 Interfaith Peace Vigil, 5:00 p.m. in the sanctuary 

May 13 Prayer & Meditation: In Person, 10:00 a.m. 

 Bible Study, 11:00 a.m. 

 7:00 p.m. Choir. All are welcome! 

May 17  Semi-annual Congregation Meeting,  
 following worship 

 Heritage Chorale, 4:00 p.m. 

June 2 Book Club, 7:00 p.m. 
 Eddy Winston is Looking for Love by Marianne Cronin 

June 5 & 6 Synod Assembly  

June 14 Second Sunday. Following worship. 

July– 7 No Book Club 


