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The Holy Eucharist

If you are visiting with us, a special welcome. We invite you to return and worship with us as often as
you are able. Please sign the guest book in the narthex. Guest cards are also available. Please take
one, fill it out and return it to an usher. The offering plates are in the back of the sanctuary. If you
need a large print bulletin, please ask an usher. As you enter the nave, please conclude all
conversations and silence all cell phones and other electronic devices, as to fully enter into this time of
worship.

Please indicate to the Pastor if you require gluten free wafers, prior to worship, if possible.

The pass thru room at the top of the steps next to the office is now broadcasting our church service
LIVE every Sunday. If you need to leave the sanctuary for any reason, you are welcome to continue
worshiping by viewing the service in that room.

Prelude

Announcements

Please stand.
Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

the Creator of heaven and earth,
the Word who spoke life into being,
the Wind stirring the waters.

C Amen.

P Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.

Silence is kept for reflection.



P Mighty God, lover of justice,

C you call us to life in community,
but we have served our own interests
at the expense of our neighbors.
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words,
but our hearts are far from you.
Turn us to seek your face.
Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,
that we may do justice, love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.

P The former things have passed away,
and new things God now declares:
Like a spring of water that never fails,
God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,
and forgives your sin in + Jesus’ name.
May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,
and bless you with the gift of peace.

C Amen.



The Gathering Hymn

Arise, Your Light Has Come! Hymn #314
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Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893

Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442,3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copytight administrator.

The Apostolic Greeting

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you



Please stand.
The Kyrie
The Kyrie is sung in dialogue by the cantor and the assembly.
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The Prayer of the Day

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Let us pray. Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever,
that through your grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you, follow you and
joyfully find you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

Please be seated.



First Reading Isaiah 49:1-7

! Listen to me, O coastlands;
pay attention, you peoples from far away!
The Lorp called me before I was born;
while I was in my mother’s womb he named me.
? He made my mouth like a sharp sword;
in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me a polished arrow;
in his quiver he hid me away.
3 And he said to me, “You are my servant,
Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”
*But I said, “I have labored in vain;
I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;
yet surely my cause is with the LORD
and my reward with my God.”

> And now the LORD says,
who formed me in the womb to be his servant,
to bring Jacob back to him,
and that Israel might be gathered to him,
for I am honored in the sight of the LORD,
and my God has become my strength—
%he says,
“It 1s too light a thing that you should be my servant
to raise up the tribes of Jacob
and to restore the survivors of Israel;
I will give you as a light to the nations,
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”

" Thus says the LorD,
the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,

to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations,
the slave of rulers,



“Kings shall see and stand up;

princes, and they shall prostrate themselves,
because of the LorD, who is faithful,

the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm 40:1-11 (Read responsively with the lector.)

'T waited patiently for the LORD;
he inclined to me and heard my cry.

2He drew me up from the desolate pit,
out of the miry bog,

and set my feet upon a rock,
making my steps secure.

3 He put a new song in my mouth,
a song of praise to our God.
Many will see and fear
and put their trust in the LORD.

‘ Happy are those who make
the LORD their trust,
who do not turn to the proud,
to those who go astray after false gods.

> You have multiplied, O Lorp my God,
your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us;
none can compare with you.

Were I to proclaim and tell of them,
they would be more than can be counted.

8 Sacrifice and offering you do not desire,
but you have given me an open ear.
Burnt offering and sin offering
you have not required.

"Then I said, “Here I am;
in the scroll of the book it is written of me.

*1 delight to do your will, O my God;
your law is within my heart.”


https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2023-12-24/2480#

? I have told the glad news of deliverance
in the great congregation;

see, [ have not restrained my lips,
as you know, O LORD.

T have not hidden your saving help within my heart;
I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation;

I have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness
from the great congregation.

"' Do not, O Lorp, withhold
your mercy from me;

let your steadfast love and your faithfulness
keep me safe forever.

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:1-9

A reading from 1 Corinthians.

'Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes,
2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called
to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, both their Lord and ours:
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

*1 give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given
you in Christ Jesus, ° for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and
knowledge of every kind ° just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you ’
so that you are not lacking in any gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. ®
He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord
Jesus Christ.  God is faithful, by whom you were called into the partnership of his Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Please stand.

Alleluia Verse
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e -ter - nal life.

Repeat Alleluia

Gospel John 1:29-42

P The Holy Gospel according to Saint John.

C Glory to you, O Lord

*% [John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world!*® This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man
who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” *' I myself did not know him, but I
came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” ** And John
testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. ** I
myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on
whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’
** And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Chosen One.”

3> The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, *® and as he watched
Jesus walk by he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 3" The two disciples heard
him say this, and they followed Jesus. ** When Jesus turned and saw them following, he
said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated
means Teacher), “where are you staying?” *° He said to them, “Come and see.” They came
and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four
o’clock in the afternoon. * One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. *' He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We
have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). ** He brought Simon to Jesus, who
looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which
is translated Peter).
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.



Sermon

Silence for reflection follows.

Please stand.

Hymn of the Day
Jesus Calls Us, o’er the Tumult Hymn #696
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Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895
Music: GALILEE, William H. Jude, 1851-1922
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The Apostles Creed

C I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Church

A As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human
community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

As a sign of resurrection glory, the people sit or kneel for the prayers.

After each portion of the prayers:

P Merciful God,
C receive our prayer

The prayers conclude:

P Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for
whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.

C Amen. 11



Please stand.

The Sharing of the Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you all.
C And also with you.

Without leaving your seat offer a wave to your neighbor, sharing God’s peace, in the name of our
Lord, Jesus Christ.

Please be seated.

Anthem

The Gift of Love Hal H. Hopson

Offering

During this time our offerings are represented through the gift of music, bread, and wine. Following
the service you are invited to give your financial gifts in the offering plates located in the back of the
sanctuary.

Please stand.

The Offertory Response On What Has Now Been Sown
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Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Music: DARWALL'S 148TH, John Darwall, 1731-1789
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Offertory Prayer
A Let us pray. God of majesty,

no eye has seen, no ear has heard

what you have prepared for those who love you,

yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy.

Use what we have gathered

to feed us with the reign of God come near,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
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It is  right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places ..

praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Sanctus
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Eucharistic Prayer

P

you we praise and glorify,
you we worship and adore.

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,

You shaped the world from unformed depths and called it good.
You wrapped the earth in air and light,

set fire in the stars and water in the soil,
and formed us in your image,

to live in relationship with all you have made.
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Again and again, you chose closeness over distance.

You walked with a people learning freedom,

bearing them with mercy wider than the sky.

When we were divided from you, from one another, and from ourselves,
you came among us in Jesus,

revealing in flesh and breath the wisdom of love.

In his life, we see compassion without condition.

In his death, the cost of truth spoken to power.

In his resurrection,

your commitment to life

and your refusal to let fear or death have the final word.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, and broke it, saying:
Take and eat. This is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and said:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

In this bread and cup,

we remember Jesus,

firstborn of a renewed creation,

whose life reveals the shape of love

and whose rising breathes new possibility into the world.

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this meal.
Disturb what needs disturbing.

Heal what has been broken.

Form us into a people who tell the truth,

bear one another’s pain,

and choose love over fear.
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Make us a living body,

so that what we receive here

becomes mercy in our hands,

justice in our choices,

and light for a world hungry for hope.

All this we pray
through Jesus,
with the Spirit,
now and always.

C Amen.

Lord's Prayer

C  Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The Invitation to Communion

P Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.
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The Lamb of God
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grant us peace, grant us peace.

Music: Deutsche Messe, Franz Schubert, 1797-1828; adapt. Richard Proulx, b. 1937
Adapt. © 1985, 1989 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Please be seated.

The Distribution of Holy Communion

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America practices open table hospitality. Baptized communicants
of other Christian denominations, of all ages, are welcome to receive the sacrament. An usher will
direct each seating area to come forward to receive the sacrament. Bring your communion cup with
you, or take one from the usher. We return to the practice of continuous communion around the Table
with safe distancing by household groups. Please stand at the communion rail and the pastor will
place the bread into the hands of communicants and then they will receive the cup from the Assisting
Ministers. The second chalice contains grape juice. A gluten free wafer is available upon request.
Those persons not receiving communion are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing.
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Hymns During Communion

Come and See The Choir
Lamb of God Hymn #336
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Please stand.
Post-Communion Blessing

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer

A Let us pray. Radiant God,
we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
In the sacrament of his body and blood
you have drawn us to your heart.
Send us from this table with delight,
that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love,
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

The Blessing

P May the triune God,
who has put a new song in your mouth
and tuned your heart for praise

+ bless you now and forever.
C Amen.
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Sending Hymn
We Are Marching in the Light of God

Sending to Serve

A Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
C Thanks be to God.

Postlude

+++
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We Are Marching in the Light of God
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si - ya - hamb’ e - ku - kha-nyen’ kwen - khos'.
we  are march-ing in  the light of God.

Additional stanzas ad lib.:

‘We are dancmg e Text: South Alrican traditional; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984
) : Music: StyanamBa, South African wraditional
We are praymg ... Tr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.
We are simging ... Dupli in any form ited without ion or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Sponsors
The flowers are sponsored by Sandy Stouffer in memory of amazing Grace Shireman.

The bulletin is sponsored by Tim and BA Smith in honor of Matthew and Ady’s Wedding
Anniversary.

The text for next week:
Isaiah 9:1-4

Psalm 27:1, 4-9

1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Matthew 4:12-23
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Altar Guild Clean-up

Dennis & Candy Steiner

Diana Thompson

Council Person

Council Person

Bonnie Giurlando Clay Rundell
Counters Counters
BA Smith Suzann Schwenk
Sandy Rohrback Georgeanne Burkholder
Technology Technology
Tim Brixius Chip Froehlich
Jeff Reed Tim Smith
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/ Coming up at Holy Spirit \

Jan. 21  Prayer & Meditation: In Person, 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study, 11:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m. Choir. All are welcome!

Feb. 3 Book Club, 7:00 p.m.
Remarkably Bright Creatures by Shelby Van Pelt

Feb.5  Bible Study @ Centerville Diner, 6:00 p.m.
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www.holyspiritlutheran.org

Pastor- The Rev. Gretchen lerien
Music Director- Allison Carlson



