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 The Holy Eucharist 
If you are visiting with us, a special welcome. We invite you to return and worship with us as often as 
you are able. Please sign the guest book in the narthex. Guest cards are also available. Please take 
one, fill it out and return it to an usher. The offering plates are in the back of the sanctuary. If you 
need a large print bulletin, please ask an usher. As you enter the nave, please conclude all 
conversations and silence all cell phones and other electronic devices, as to fully enter into this time of 
worship. 

Please indicate to the Pastor if you require gluten free wafers, prior to worship, if possible.   

The pass thru room at the top of the steps next to the office is now broadcasting our church service 

LIVE every Sunday.  If you need to leave the sanctuary for any reason, you are welcome to continue 

worshiping by viewing the service in that room.  

 

Prelude 
 

Announcements 
 

Please stand. 

Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

the Creator of heaven and earth, 

the Word who spoke life into being, 

the Wind stirring the waters. 

C Amen. 

 

P Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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P Mighty God, lover of justice, 

C you call us to life in community, 

but we have served our own interests 

at the expense of our neighbors. 

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 

We say the right words, 

but our hearts are far from you. 

Turn us to seek your face. 

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 

that we may do justice, love mercy, 

and walk humbly with you, our God. 

Amen. 

 

P The former things have passed away, 

and new things God now declares: 

Like a spring of water that never fails, 

God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 

and forgives your sin in + Jesus’ name. 

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 

and bless you with the gift of peace. 

C Amen. 
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 The Gathering Hymn 

 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed Hymn #311 
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The Apostolic Greeting  

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C  And also with you 

 

Please stand. 

The Kyrie 
The Kyrie is sung in dialogue by the cantor and the assembly. 

 

Cantor Assembly 

Cantor 

Cantor Assembly 

Assembly 
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 The Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P   Let us pray. O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved 

Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to 

their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Please be seated. 

 

First Reading   Isaiah 42:1-9 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 1 Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 

  my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

 I have put my spirit upon him; 

  he will bring forth justice to the nations. 

 2 He will not cry out or lift up his voice 

  or make it heard in the street; 

 3 a bruised reed he will not break, 

  and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 

  he will faithfully bring forth justice. 

 4 He will not grow faint or be crushed 

  until he has established justice in the earth, 

  and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 

 

 5 Thus says God, the Lord, 

  who created the heavens and stretched them out, 

  who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 

 who gives breath to the people upon it 

  and spirit to those who walk in it: 

 6 I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; 

  I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 

 I have given you as a covenant to the people, 

  a light to the nations, 
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  7 to open the eyes that are blind, 

 to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

  from the prison those who sit in darkness. 

 8 I am the Lord; that is my name; 

  my glory I give to no other, 

  nor my praise to idols. 

 9 See, the former things have come to pass, 

  and new things I now declare; 

 before they spring forth, 

  I tell you of them. 

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 29 (Read responsively with the lector.)  

 1 Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, 
  ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
 2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name; 
  worship the Lord in holy splendor. 
 
 3 The voice of the Lord is over the waters; 
  the God of glory thunders, 
  the Lord, over mighty waters. 
 4 The voice of the Lord is powerful; 
  the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 
 
 5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; 
  the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 
 6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf 
  and Sirion like a young wild ox. 
 
 7 The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire. 
 8 The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 
  the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2023-12-24/2480#
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 9 The voice of the Lord causes the oaks to whirl 
  and strips the forest bare, 
  and in his temple all say, “Glory!” 
 
 10 The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; 
  the Lord sits enthroned as king forever. 
 11 May the Lord give strength to his people! 
  May the Lord bless his people with peace!   

  

Second Reading Acts 10:34-43 
A reading from Acts. 
34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows 

no partiality, 35 but in every people anyone who fears him and practices righteousness is 

acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by 

Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee 

after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 

Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by 

the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 

Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third 

day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 

witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to 

preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living 

and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand. 

Alleluia Verse   

 

 
 Repeat Alleluia 

 

Gospel Matthew 3:13-17 

P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew. 

C Glory to you, O Lord 
13 Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would have 

prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus 

answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 

righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came 

up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit 

descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from the heavens said, “This is 

my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

P   The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 Please be seated. 

 

Sermon  
Silence for reflection follows. 
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 Please stand. 

Hymn of the Day  
 When Jesus Came to Jordan Hymn #305 
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The Apostles Creed  
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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 The Prayers of the Church 
A As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human 

community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 

 

As a sign of resurrection glory, the people sit or kneel for the prayers. 

 

After each portion of the prayers: 

P   Merciful God, 

C   receive our prayer 

 

The prayers conclude: 

P Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for 

whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. 

C Amen. 

 

Please stand. 

The Sharing of the Peace 
P The peace of Christ be with you all.  

C And also with you. 

Without leaving your seat offer a wave to your neighbor, sharing God’s peace, in the name of our 

Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Please be seated.  

 

Anthem 
 Come to the Water of Life Ray Makeever 

 

Offering 
During this time our offerings are represented through the gift of music, bread, and wine. Following 
the service you are invited to give your financial gifts in the offering plates located in the back of the 
sanctuary. 
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Please stand. 

The Offertory Response  On What Has Now Been Sown 

 

 

 

 
 

Offertory Prayer 
A   Let us pray. God of majesty, 

no eye has seen, no ear has heard 

what you have prepared for those who love you, 

yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. 

Use what we have gathered 

to feed us with the reign of God come near, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
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The Great Thanksgiving

 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places ...we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Sanctus 
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Eucharistic Prayer 

P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:  

 Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

 Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

 Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

 Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams. 

 Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will. 

 Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

 the Word made flesh. 

 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 



16 

 

 
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

C  Christ has died. 

 Christ is risen. 

 Christ will come again. 

 

P With this bread and cup 

 we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

 full of grace and truth. 

 We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

 We look with hope for his coming. 

C  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

 Come among us. 

 Bless this meal. 

 May your Word take flesh in us. 

 Awaken your people. 

 Fill us with your light. 

 Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C  Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

P All praise and glory are yours, 

 Holy One of Israel, 

 Word of God incarnate, 

 Power of the Most High, 

 one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen.  

 

Lord's Prayer 
C      Our Father, who art in heaven,  

              hallowed be thy name,  

              thy kingdom come,  

               thy will be done,  

                     on earth as it is in heaven.  
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         Give us this day our daily bread;  

         and forgive us our trespasses,  

              as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

         and lead us not into temptation,  

         but deliver us from evil.  

         For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

            forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Invitation to Communion 

P Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!  

Come to the table; taste and see. 

 

The Lamb of God  

 
Please be seated. 
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 The Distribution of Holy Communion 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America practices open table hospitality. Baptized communicants 
of other Christian denominations, of all ages, are welcome to receive the sacrament. An usher will 
direct each seating area to come forward to receive the sacrament. Bring your communion cup with 
you, or take one from the usher. We return to the practice of continuous communion around the Table 
with safe distancing by household groups. Please stand at the communion rail and the pastor will 
place the bread into the hands of communicants and then they will receive the cup from the Assisting 
Ministers. The second chalice contains grape juice. A gluten free wafer is available upon request. 
Those persons not receiving communion are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. 
 
 

Hymns During Communion 

Come and See The Choir  

Shall We Gather at the River Hymn #423 

Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal Hymn #464 
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Please stand. 

Post-Communion Blessing 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 

A Let us pray. Radiant God, 

we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 

In the sacrament of his body and blood 

you have drawn us to your heart. 

Send us from this table with delight, 

that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, 

and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

The Blessing 

P May the triune God, 

who has put a new song in your mouth 

and tuned your heart for praise 

+ bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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 Sending Hymn 

The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve Hymn #551 
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The text for next week:  
Isaiah 49:1-7 

Psalm 40:1-11 

1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

John 1:29-42 

Sending to Serve 

A Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.  

C Thanks be to God.   
 

Postlude     

+++ 
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