Pentecost 10
August 17,2025

Holy Spirit Lutheran Church
Lancaster, PA



The Holy Eucharist

If you are visiting with us, a special welcome. We invite you to return and worship with us as often as
you are able. Please sign the guest book in the narthex. Guest cards are also available. Please take
one, fill it out and return it to an usher. The offering plates are in the back of the sanctuary. If you
need a large print bulletin, please ask an usher. As you enter the nave, please conclude all
conversations and silence all cell phones and other electronic devices, as to fully enter into this time of
worship.

Please indicate to the Pastor if you require gluten free wafers, prior to worship, if possible.

The pass thru room at the top of the steps next to the office is now broadcasting our church service
LIVE every Sunday. If you need to leave the sanctuary for any reason, you are welcome to continue
worshiping by viewing the service in that room.



Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
P In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Merciful God,
C Yyou free us to love others,
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,
and generosity,
but we grow weary in doing what is right.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Do not give up on us.
Heal us, break our bonds,
and show us the path of life.
Amen.

P You belong to Christ Jesus
and you are God’s children through faith.
In the cross of + Christ,
and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
C Amen.



The Gathering Hymn
Open Your Ears, O Faithful People

Hymn #519
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1 O - pen yourears, O faith-ful peo-ple,
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o - pen your ears and hear God’s word.

They who have ears to hear the mes-sage, they who have ears, now let them hear;
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O - pen your hearts, O roy - al priest-hood, God has come to ou.
they who would learn the way of wis - dom, let them hear God’s word.
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To - ah o - ra, To - rah o - ra, hal - le - lu - jah!
God has spo-ken words of wis-dom, hal-le -Iu -  jah!

Text; Hasidic traditional: Willard E. Jabusch, b. 1930, English version
Music: YISRAEL V'ORAITTA, Hasidic tune
Text © 1966, 1982 Willard F. Jabusch, admin. OCP Publi

rtland, OR 97213, All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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The Apostolic Greeting and Prayer of the Day

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

Let us pray. O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us
to share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of
bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer
and perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

Please be seated.

First Reading Jeremiah 23:23-29

A reading from Jeremiah.

» Am I a God near by, says the Lorp, and not a God far off? ** Who can hide in secret
places so that I cannot see them? says the LorD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the
Lorp. * I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying,
“I have dreamed! I have dreamed!” 2* How long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn
back—those who prophesy lies and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? ’ They
plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, just as
their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. ** Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream,
but let the one who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common
with wheat? says the Lorp. *° Is not my word like fire, says the Lorp, and like a hammer
that breaks a rock in pieces?

A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Second Reading Hebrews 11:29—12:2

A reading from Hebrews.

** By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the
Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. ** By faith the walls of Jericho fell after
they had been encircled for seven days. *' By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with
those who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace.



32 And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson,
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets, ** who through faith conquered kingdoms,
administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, ** quenched the power of
fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in
war, put foreign armies to flight. *> Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were
tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. *° Others suffered
mocking and flogging and even chains and imprisonment. *” They were stoned to death; they
were sawn in two; they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and
goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented ** of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered
in deserts and mountains and in caves and holes in the ground.

**Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was
promised, *’ since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us,
be made perfect.

12! Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race
that is set before us, > looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith, who for the sake of
the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his
seat at the right hand of the throne of God.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Please stand.
The Holy Gospel Luke 12:49-56

P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke.
C Glory to you, O Lord
[Jesus said:] ** “I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I wish it were already ablaze!
**T have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what constraint I am under until it is
completed! °! Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but
rather division! °* From now on five in one household will be divided, three against two and
two against three; > they will be divided:
father against son
and son against father,
mother against daughter
and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

" He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately
say, ‘It is going to rain,” and so it happens. >> And when you see the south wind blowing, you
say, ‘There will be scorching heat,” and it happens. *® You hypocrites! You know how to
interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the
present time?”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

The Sermon
Silence for reflection follows.



Please stand.

The Hymn of the Day

My Faith Looks Up to Thee Hymn #759
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2 May thy rich grace im - part strength to my faint - ing heart,
3 While life’s dark maze I tread and griefs a - round me spread,
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Text: Ray Palmer, 1808—1887
Music: OLIVET, Lowell Mason, 1792—-1872




The Apostles Creed

C [Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Church

A Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is near.
Please sit or kneel for the prayers.

After each portion of the prayers:

A Hearus, O God
C Your mercy is great.

The prayers conclude:
P Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who always
receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion.

C Amen. 9



The Peace

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

Without leaving your seat offer a wave to your neighbor, sharing God’s peace, in the name of our
Lord, Jesus Christ.

Offering

During this time our offerings are represented through the gift of music, bread, and wine. Following
the service you are invited to give your financial gifts in the offering plates located in the back of the
sanctuary.

Please stand.
The Offertory Response Take My Life, That I May Be

Refrain/Estribillo
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Text: Frances R. Havergal, 18361879, adapt.; Spanish text: Vincent Mendoza, 1875-1955
Music: ToMA M1 VOLUNTAD, William Dexheimer Pharris, b. 1956
Music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form without ssion or valid license from copyright administrator.

The Offertory Prayer
A Let us pray. Creator God,
in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good
and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor,
that we may work for the good of all;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.
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The Great Thanksgiving
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Eucharistic Prayer

P Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have had mercy on us and given your
only-begotten Son that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. We
give you thanks for the redemption you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send
your Holy Spirit into our hearts to establish in us a living faith and prepare us joyfully to
receive our Redeemer who comes to us in his body and blood.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
C Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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The Invitation to Communion
P The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

The Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Please be seated.
The Distribution of Holy Communion

The FEvangelical Lutheran Church in America practices open table hospitality. Baptized
communicants of other Christian denominations, of all ages, are welcome to receive the sacrament.
An usher will direct each seating area to come forward to receive the sacrament. Pick up a
communion cup as you approach the altar. Please stand at the communion rail and the pastor will
place the bread into the hands of communicants. The first chalice contains wine, the second chalice
contains grape juice. A gluten free wafer is available upon request. Those persons not receiving
communion are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing.

Hymns During Distribution
Here I Am, Lord Hymn #574
Here Is Bread Hymn #483

14 Printable music not available



Here I Am, Lord
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RE I AM, LORD, Daniel L.
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Please stand.
The Post Communion Blessing

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

The Post Communion Prayer

A Let us pray. Mothering God,
you gathered us to your table
and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit
to love our neighbors as ourselves
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
C Amen.

The Blessing

P The love of God abound in you;
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit

+ bless you and give you peace.
C Amen.

The Sending Hymn
I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light Hymn #815

Dismissal

P Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
C Thanks be to God.

Postlude
4+
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I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
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Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Sponsors
Todays flowers are sponsored by the Dandridge Family in memory of Adam and Loved Ones.

Todays bulletin is sponsored by Sandy Stouffer: Happy Birthday Kennedy!

The text for next week:
Isaiah 58:9b-14

Hebrews 12:18-29

Luke 13:10-17
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Coming up at Holy Spirit
Today Lemonade Social, following worship

Lemonade Socials will continue throughout the summer,
every Sunday in the narthex.

Aug. 20 Prayer & Meditation: In Person, 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study, 11:00 a.m.

Sept. 2 Book Club, 7:00 p.m.
Mysteries! Contact Lisa Ferree to pick out a book.

Sept. 7 Bishop-elect Rev. Steven Robert Herr will be worshiping
with us, followed by a time of fellowship.

Sept. 14 Summer Auction, following worship

Sept. 26-28 Middle School Retreat @ Camp Nawakwa

HOLY SPIRIT

A
Q/’ LUTHERAN CHURCH 3131 Columbia Avenue, Lancaster, PA 17603

717-394-6771
holyspiritluth@gmail.com
www.holyspiritlutheran.org

Pastor- The Rev. Gretchen lerien
Music Director- Allison Carlson



