Pentecost 9
August 10, 2025

Holy Spirit Lutheran Church
Lancaster, PA



The Holy Eucharist

If you are visiting with us, a special welcome. We invite you to return and worship with us as often as
you are able. Please sign the guest book in the narthex. Guest cards are also available. Please take
one, fill it out and return it to an usher. The offering plates are in the back of the sanctuary. If you
need a large print bulletin, please ask an usher. As you enter the nave, please conclude all
conversations and silence all cell phones and other electronic devices, as to fully enter into this time of
worship.

Please indicate to the Pastor if you require gluten free wafers, prior to worship, if possible.

The pass thru room at the top of the steps next to the office is now broadcasting our church service
LIVE every Sunday. If you need to leave the sanctuary for any reason, you are welcome to continue
worshiping by viewing the service in that room.

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

P Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.



P Merciful God,
C you free us to love others,
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,
and generosity,
but we grow weary in doing what is right.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Do not give up on us.
Heal us, break our bonds,
and show us the path of life.
Amen.

P You belong to Christ Jesus
and you are God’s children through faith.
In the cross of + Christ,
and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
C Amen.



The Gathering Hymn
Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus Hymn #802
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1 Let us ev -er walk with Je-sus, fol-low his ex - am - ple pure,
2 Let us suf-fer here with Je - sus, and with pa-tience bear our cross.
3 Let us glad-ly die with Je - sus. Sinceby death he con-quered death,
4 Let us al - so live with Je-sus. He has ris-en from the dead
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through a world that would de-ceive us and to sin our spir-its lure.
Joy will fol - low all our sad-ness; where he is there is no loss.
he will free us from de-struc-tion, give to us im- mor - tal breath.
that to life we may a-wak-en. Je - sus, you are now our head,
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On - ward in his foot-steps tread-ing, trav - 'lers here, our home a - bove,
Thoughto-day we sow no laugh-ter, we shall reap ce - les - tial joy:
Let us mor-ti - fy all pas-sion that would lead us in - to sin;
we are your own liv-ing mem-bers; where you live, there we shall be
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full of faith and hope and love, let wus do our Sav-ior’s bid-ding.
all dis-com-forts that an - noy shall give way to mirth here - af - ter.
and the grave that shuts us in shall but prove the gate of heav-en.
in your pres-ence con - stant - ly, liv - ing there with you for - ev - er.
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Faith-ful Lord, with me a - bide; I shall fol - low where you guide.
Je - sus, here 1 share your woe; help me there your joy to know.

Je - sus, here with you I die, there to live with you on high.
Je - sus. let me faith - ful be: life e - ter - nal grant to me.




The Apostolic Greeting and Prayer of the Day

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

P Let us pray. Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your
church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you
wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

Please be seated.

First Reading Genesis 15:1-6
A reading from Genesis.

! After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid,
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” > But Abram said, “O Lord
Gop, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is
Eliezer of Damascus?” * And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, so a slave
born in my house is to be my heir.” * But the word of the LOrRD came to him, “This man
shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” > He brought
him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” ® And he believed the
Lorb, and the LorD reckoned it to him as righteousness.

A The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Second Reading Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
A reading from Hebrews.

"'Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. >
Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. * By faith we understand that the

worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things
that are not visible.

® By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to
receive as an inheritance, and he set out, not knowing where he was going. ° By faith he
stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents,
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as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. '° For he looked
forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. '' By faith, with
Sarah’s involvement, he received power of procreation, even though he was too old, because
he considered him faithful who had promised. '* Therefore from one person, and this one as
good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable
grains of sand by the seashore.”

3 All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they
saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, '*
for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. '° If they
had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to
return. ' But as it is, they desire a better homeland, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is
not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand.
The Holy Gospel Luke 12:32-40

P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke.

C Glory to you, O Lord

[Jesus said:] ** “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you
the kingdom. ** Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not
wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. **
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

3% «“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; * be like those who are waiting for their
master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as
he comes and knocks. *” Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he
comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come
and serve them. ** If he comes during the middle of the night or near dawn and finds them so,
blessed are those slaves.

3% «“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming,
he would not have let his house be broken into. *° You also must be ready, for the Son of Man
is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.



The Sermon

Silence for reflection follows.

Please stand.
The Hymn of the Day
O Master, Let Me Walk with You

Hymn #818
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2 Help me the slow of heart to move by some clear,
3 Teachme your pa - tience; share  with me a clos - er,
4 In hope that sends a shin - ing ray far down the
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Text: Washington Gladden, 1836-1918, alt.
Music: MARYTON, H. Percy Smith, 1825-1898



The Apostles Creed

C 1 believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the Church

A In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and
pray for the needs of the world.

Please sit or kneel for the prayers.
After each portion of the prayers:

A God of grace,
C hear our prayer.



The prayers conclude:
P Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of
Jesus Christ.

C Amen.

The Peace

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

Without leaving your seat offer a wave to your neighbor, sharing God’s peace, in the name of our
Lord, Jesus Christ.

Offering

During this time our offerings are represented through the gift of music, bread, and wine. Following
the service you are invited to give your financial gifts in the offering plates located in the back of the
sanctuary.

Please stand.
The Offertory Response Take My Life, That I May Be

Refrain/Estribillo
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1 Que mi vi - daen - te - raes - té
1 Take my hands and let them move
2 Take my sil - ver and my gold,
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beau - ti - ful for thee.
pow’r as thou shalt choose.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, adapt.; Spanish text: Vincent Mendoza, 1875-1955
Music: ToOMA MI VOLUNTAD, William Dexheimer Pharris, b. 1956
Music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

The Offertory Prayer

A

Let us pray. Creator God,

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good

and the harvest is plentiful.

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor,

that we may work for the good of all;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.
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The GreatThanksgiving
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.

N S~
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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Eucharistic Prayer

P Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have had mercy on us and given your
only-begotten Son that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. We
give you thanks for the redemption you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send
your Holy Spirit into our hearts to establish in us a living faith and prepare us joyfully to
receive our Redeemer who comes to us in his body and blood.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
C Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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The Invitation to Communion

P The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

The Lamb of God
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant  us  peace.

Please be seated.

The Distribution of Holy Communion

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America practices open table hospitality. Baptized communicants
of other Christian denominations, of all ages, are welcome to receive the sacrament. An usher will
direct each seating area to come forward to receive the sacrament. Pick up a communion cup as you
approach the altar. Please stand at the communion rail and the pastor will place the bread into the
hands of communicants. The first chalice contains wine, the second chalice contains grape juice. A
gluten free wafer is available upon request. Those persons not receiving communion are welcome to

come forward to receive a blessing.

Hymns During Distribution
Have No Fear, Little Flock

The King of Love My Shepherd Is
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Have No Fear, Little Flock
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2 Have good cheer, lit-tle flock; have good cheer, lit - tle
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give you the king -dom; have no fear, lit - tle  flock!
his love for - ev - er; have good cheer, Iit - tle flock!
lift and re - store you; praise the Lord  high a - bove!
all things  works with you; thank - ful  hearts raise to  God!

Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; Marjorie Jillson, b. 1931, sts. 2—4
Music: LITTLE FLOCK, Heinz Werner Zimmermann, b, 1930
Text and music © 1973 Concordia Publishing House.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copytight administrator.




The King of Love My Shepherd Is
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1 The King of love my shep - herd s, whose good - ness
2 Where streams of liv - ing wa - ter flow, my ran - somed
3 Per - verse and fool - ish oft I strayed, but yet in
4 In death’s dark vale I fear no ill, with  thee, dear
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pas - tures grow, with food ce - les - tal feed - eth.
gent - ly laid, and home, re - joic - ing, brought me.
com - fort still; thy cross be - fore to guide me.

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 6 And so, through all the length of days,

thine unction grace bestoweth; thy goodness faileth never.
and, oh, what transport of delight Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
from thy pure chalice floweth! within thy house forever.

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877
Music: St1. COLUMBA, Irish tune

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Please stand.
The Post Communion Blessing

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

The Post Communion Prayer

A Let us pray. Mothering God,
you gathered us to your table
and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit
to love our neighbors as ourselves

and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
C Amen.

The Blessing

P The love of God abound in you;
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit

+ bless you and give you peace.
C Amen.

The Sending Hymn

O God, Our Help in Ages Past Hymn #632
Verses 1, 2, 5 & 6— All Verse 3— Women Verse 4— Men
Dismissal

P Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
C Thanks be to God.

Postlude
+++
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O God, Our Help in Ages Past
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1 O God, our help in a - ges past, our hope for years to come,
2 Un - der the shad-ow  of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure;
3 Be - fore the hills in or - der stood or earth re-ceived its frame,
4 A thou-sand a - ges in your sight are like an eve - ning gone,
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our shel-ter from the storm-y blast, and our e - ter - nal home:
suf - fi-cient is your arm a - lone, and our de-fense is sure.
from ev - er - last - ing you are God, to end-less years the  same.
short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris-ing  sun.
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5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream,

bears all our years away;

we fly forgotten, as a dream

dies at the op’ning day.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748, alt.
Music: ST. ANNE, William Croft, 1678-1727

6 O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
still be our guard while troubles last
and our eternal home!




Sponsors

Todays flowers are sponsored by Tom & Sandy Rohrback and dedicated to the glory of God
and in honor or our 61* Anniversary.

Todays bulletin is sponsored by Coleen Aston and dedicated to the glory of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

The text for next week:

Jeremiah 23:23-29
Hebrews 11:29—12:2
Luke 12:49-56
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Worship Assistants

August 10 August 17
Acolyte Acolyte
Danica Jeff Reed
Dandridge

Assisting Assisting
Minister Minister

Chip Froehlich  |Doug Dandridge
Charlie Schwenk |Andrew Knaub
Lector Lector

Chip Froehlich |Marilyn Knaub
Greeter Greeter

Sandy Stouffer |Marilyn Knaub
Usher Usher
Georgeanne Don Eckert
Bentley

Bread Provider Bread Provider
Donna Null Marty Brunner
Altar Guild Altar Guild
Set-up Set-up

Donna Null Sue Froehlich
Altar Guild Altar Guild
Clean-up Clean-up
Donna Null Sue Froehlich
Council Person (Council Person
Charlie Schwenk |Marty Brunner
Counters Counters

BA Smith Bob Slade
Sandy Rohrback |Sandy Stouffer
Technology Technology
Doug Dandridge [Chip Froehlich
Sam Dandridge |Mel Dandridge
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Coming up at Holy Spirit \

Today Lemonade Social, following worship
Lemonade Socials will continue throughout the summer,
every Sunday in the narthex.
Aug. 12 Book Club, 7:00 p.m.
The Instrumentalist by Harriet Constable
Aug. 13 Prayer & Meditation: In Person, 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study, 11:00 a.m.
Sept. 2 Book Club, 7:00 p.m.
Mysteries! Contact Lisa Ferree to pick out a book.
Sept. 7 Bishop-elect Rev. Herr will be worshiping with us.
Sept. 14 Summer Auction, following worship
A
\ “AHOLY SPIRIT
\/’ LUTHERAN CHURCH 3131 Columbia Avenue, Lancaster, PA 17603

717-394-6771

holyspiritluth@gmail.com

Pastor- The Rev. Gretchen lerien
Music Director- Allison Carlson

www.holyspiritlutheran.org


https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=ff452058d59b7f49&q=The+Instrumentalist+by+Harriet+Constable&spell=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi9vKSk6LKOAxUqD1kFHRaLKuMQkeECKAB6BAgsEAE

