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 The Holy Eucharist 

Epiphany 4 
Welcome to worship. If you are visiting with us, a special welcome. We invite you to return and 
worship with us as often as you are able. Please sign the guest book in the narthex. Guest cards 
are also available. Please take one, fill it out and return it to an usher. The offering box is by the 
baptismal font to receive your gift of an offering. If you need a large print bulletin, please ask an 
usher. As you enter the nave, please conclude all conversations and silence all cell phones and 
other electronic devices, as to fully enter into this time of worship. 

Please note the instructions on distancing for the sharing of the peace (page 7) and receiving 
Holy Communion. (page 10) 

Please indicate to the Pastor if you require gluten free wafers, prior to worship, if possible.   

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

The Prelude  
  
Please stand. 

Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by 

name. 

C Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Time for silence for self-examination 

 
P Most merciful God,  

C we confess that we have sinned against you 
and your beloved children. 
We have turned our faces away from your glory 
when it did not appear as we expected. 
We have rejected your word 
when it made us confront ourselves. 
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We have failed to show hospitality 
to those you called us to welcome. 
Accept our repentance for the things we have done 
and the things we have left undone. 
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe 
in the glory of your Son born among us, 
and reflect your love for all creation. 
Amen. 

 
P Rejoice in this good news: 

In + Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. 
You are descendants of the Most High, 
adopted into the household of Christ, 
and inheritors of eternal life. 
Live as freed and forgiven children of God. 

C Amen. 
 

The Apostolic Greeting and Prayer of the Day 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 
P Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and 

love; and that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C Amen. 
Please be seated. 

 

Children’s Message 
The children remain at their seat as the pastor shares a message with them. 
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 First Reading Jeremiah 1:4-10 

A reading from Jeremiah: 4Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, 
 5“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
 and before you were born I consecrated you; 
 I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 
6Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a 
boy.” 7But the Lord said to me, 
 “Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’; 
 for you shall go to all to whom I send you, 
 and you shall speak whatever I command you. 
 8Do not be afraid of them, 
 for I am with you to deliver you, 
 says the Lord.” 
9Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me, 
 “Now I have put my words in your mouth. 
 10See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, 
 to pluck up and to pull down, 
 to destroy and to overthrow, 
 to build and to plant.”  

A The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 71:1-6 (Read responsively with the Lector.) 

 1In you, O LORD, I take refuge; 
 let me never be put to shame. 

 2In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me; 
 incline your ear to me and save me. 

 3Be to me a rock of refuge, 
 a strong fortress, to save me, 
 for you are my rock and my fortress. 

 4Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked, 
 from the grasp of the unjust and cruel. 

 5For you, O LORD, are my hope, 
 my trust, O LORD, from my youth. 

 6Upon you I have leaned from my birth; 
 it was you who took me from my mother's womb. 
 My praise is continually of you.  
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Second Reading 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

A reading from First Corinthians: 1If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but 
do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic 
powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to 
remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3If I give away all my 
possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain 
nothing. 

 4Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5or rude. It 
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice in 
wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things. 
8Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they 
will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 9For we know only in part, and we 
prophesy only in part; 10but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an 
end. 11When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a 
child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. 12For now we see in a 
mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will 
know fully, even as I have been fully known. 13And now faith, hope, and love abide, 
these three; and the greatest of these is love.  
A The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand 

The Holy Gospel  Luke 4:21-30 

P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke the fourth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord 
21Then [Jesus] began to say to [all in the synagogue in Nazareth,] “Today this scripture 
has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22All spoke well of him and were amazed at the 
gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 23He 
said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ 
And you will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown the things that we have heard you 
did at Capernaum.’ ” 24And he said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the 
prophet’s hometown. 25But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of 
Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there was a severe 
famine over all the land; 26yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at 
Zarephath in Sidon. 27There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet 
Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 28When they heard 
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 this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. 29They got up, drove him out of the town, 
and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl 
him off the cliff. 30But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way.  
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 

 

The Sermon 
Silence for reflection follows. 

 

Please stand. 

The Apostles Creed  
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the Church 
Please sit or kneel for the prayers of the church 

A The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for 
the church, the world, and all that God has made.  

 
After each portion of the prayers: 

P God of grace, 

C hear our prayer.  

The prayers conclude: 

P Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our 
prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  

C Amen. 

 

The Peace 
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

Without leaving your seat offer a wave to your neighbor, sharing God’s peace, in the name of 
our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

Please stand. 

The Offertory Prayer 
A Let us pray.  

C Blessed are you, O God, 

Sovereign of the universe. 

You offer us new beginnings 

and guide us on our journey. 

Lead us to your table, 

nourish us with this heavenly food, 

and prepare us to carry your love 

to a hungry world, 

in the name of Christ our light. 
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 The Great Thanksgiving   
P   The Lord be with you. 

C   And also with you. 

P    Lift up your hearts. 

C   We lift them to the Lord. 

P    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 
P  Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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P  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C   Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

  

P  With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

C   Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

P  Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C   Come, Holy Spirit. 

  

P  All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

C   Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
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  Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Invitation to Communion 
P Come to God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all. 
C Thanks be to God.  

Please be seated. 

 

The Distribution of Holy Communion 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America practices open table hospitality. Baptized 
communicants of other Christian denominations, of all ages, are welcome to receive the 
sacrament. An usher will direct each seating area to come forward to receive the sacrament. 
Bring your communion cup with you, or take one from the usher. We return to the practice of 
continuous communion around the Table with safe distancing by household groups. Please stand 
at the communion rail and the pastor will drop the bread into the hands of communicants and 
then receive the wine from the Assisting Minister. Those persons not receiving communion are 
welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. 

 
Please stand. 

The Post Communion Blessing 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C Amen. 

 

The Post Communion Prayer 
A Let us pray. We give you thanks, gracious God, 

for we have feasted on the abundance of your house. 

Send us to bring good news 

and to proclaim your favor to all, 

strengthened with the richness of your grace 

in your Son, Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
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The Blessing  
P God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, 

and who calls you by name, + bless your going out and your coming in, 

today and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Dismissal 
A Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. 
C Thanks be to God.  
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